
Luvisolic soils are associated with mixed forest vegetation under native conditions. This vegetative cover 

reflects an increase in available moisture in conjunction with cooler temperatures. Under native 

conditions, there is a layer of decomposing litter on the surface of the mineral soil. Upon removal of the 

forest vegetation for agricultural activities, the organic matter is incorporated into the mineral soil 

resulting in a dark gray surface colour. The organic matter content of this surface layer generally 

increases under long-term agricultural activities. 


